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Synopsis

Good lawyers have an ability to tell stories. Whether they are arguing a murder case or a complex
financial securities case, they can capably explain a chain of events to judges and juries so that
they understand them. The best lawyers are also able to construct narratives that have an
emotional impact on their intended audiences. But what is a narrative, and how can lawyers go
about constructing one? How does one transform a cold presentation of facts into a seamless story
that clearly and compellingly takes readers not only from point A to point B, but to points C, D, E, F,
and G as well? In Storytelling for Lawyers, Phil Meyer explains how. He begins with a pragmatic
theory of the narrative foundations of litigation practice and then applies it to a range of practical
illustrative examples: briefs, judicial opinions and oral arguments. Intended for legal practitioners,
teachers, law students, and even interdisciplinary academics, the book offers a basic yet
comprehensive explanation of the central role of narrative in litigation. The book also offers a
narrative tool kit that supplements the analytical skills traditionally emphasized in law school as well

as practical tips for practicing attorneys that will help them craft their own legal stories.
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Customer Reviews

""Make no mistake about it - lawyers are storytellers. It is how we make our livings,” Philip N. Meyer
tells us, and convincingly proves, in his extraordinary Storytelling for Lawyers. Brilliantly exploring
how issues of voice, plot, characterization, language, and narrative structure inform every aspect of
the practice of law, Meyer tells a story no one in legal scholarship or practice has ever told before.

Everyone, in every area of law, from beginning students to the most erudite scholars and



accomplished practitioners, will profit substantially from this book." --Lawrence Joseph, author of
Lawyerland "Readers of the book will come away with a deep appreciation of the possibilities for
interplay between stories in law and in the broader culture, beyond anything that they can obtain
from any other book with which | am familiar." --Neal Feigenson, author of Legal Blame: How Jurors
Think and Talk About Accidents "Breathtaking in its sophistication, Storytelling for Lawyers is an
unparalleled introduction to the art of legal storytelling. Meyer leads us through a fascinating and
sometimes counterintuitive exploration of the building blocks of a good story - characters, plots,
themes, and all the rest. Lawyers and law students everywhere should read this book, mark it up,
and keep a battered copy within easy reach." --Linda H. Edwards, author of Legal Writing, Process,
Analysis, and Organization and Readings in Persuasion: Briefs that Changed the World "No one
knows the terrain, the feel, and the reach of stories better than Philip N. Meyer. What he tries to do,
and does so brilliantly in Storytelling for Lawyers is to take readers ’inside’ the story. It’'s hard to
imagine a storytelling lawyer who couldn’t benefit from Meyer’s book." --James R. Elkins, Editor of
Legal Studies Forum and Lawyer Poets and That World We Call Law "How lawyers tell stories to
juries and judges is the subject of Meyer’s recently published book, Storytelling for Lawyers. The
book is intended not just for law students learning how to craft persuasive arguments, but for lay
people simply curious about how popular culture, literature and the canon of case law mesh in the
modern legal system." --Valley News "An excellent primer on narrative theory for lawyer-storytellers
has now appeared... Meyer’s book is a great story about lawyers telling stories. He brings his
lawyer-storytellers to life and critiques their narrative efforts with great delight. | welcomed his
reminder that the best lawyers can be and are artists." --MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY LAW
SCHOOL FACULTY BLOG "Philip N. Meyer’s splendid book, Storytelling for Lawyers, is both an
explanation of this phenomenon and a master class on what makes an effective story and how to
construct one." -David R. Dow, Rice University, Vermont Law Review"For me, the ultimate test of
any book that makes recommendations about the practice of law is whether | can use the
information it conveys now. This book proved an immediate help for me in working on an appellate
brief...I don’t know that I'll make to the promised land of the perfect brief, but now | have stronger
sense of what it will read like." -greenleafadvocacy.com"Meyer’s argument is not only about
constructing a story, it is also about the use of compelling language... the text could be put to
excellent use in a law & humanities classroom as a starting point for students to conduct similar
narrative analysis of court filings and transcripts." -Jinee Lokaneeta, Law and Society Review
"Storytelling for Lawyers is a well-done exploration of legal storytelling and would be well placed in

any lawyer’s toolbox of practical works. This title is recommended for attorneys and for law libraries



that collect practice-oriented materials." -Christine Timko, Law Librarian, Nevada Supreme Court
Law Library, Law Library Journal "In short, it is when he shows how virtually every major strategic
decision has to be approached taking emotions and psychology into account that Meyer is at his
strongest. Meyer has provided a valuable tool for legal practitioners-a series of steps to go through
when putting together a brief, or going before a judge or jury, or preparing law students for what
comes next." -Marshall Goldberg, The Journal of Legal Education "If | were teaching a course
devoted to advanced persuasive legal writing or to trial or appellate advocacy, Storytelling for
Lawyers would be one of the required texts." -Diane Kraft, Assistant Professor of Legal Research
and Writing, University of Kentucky College of Law, Legal Writing Institute The Second Draft "Any
law student or lawyer who wants to develop their skills practicing the facts should benefit from

studying *Storytelling for Lawyers." - Jennifer Romig, Listen Like a Lawyer Blog

Philip N. Meyer is Professor of Law at Vermont Law School.

Few people are as qualified as Philip Meyer to write a book on storytelling for lawyers. With a
background as a trial lawyer, he has plenty of practical, real-life experience in the courtroom. His
approach is not that of an academic giving purely theoretical advice, but that of a seasoned lawyer
who knows the ins and outs of the legal profession. His experience as a professor (of both law and
writing) has honed his ability to effectively communicate his ideas to a broad audience. Not only is
this book helpful for the practicing lawyer, it is also useful and not too complex for the legal
neophyte or casual reader.This book breaks storytelling (narrative) down to its core components
and analyzes them one by one. In the process of analyzing each part of a story, Philip Meyer
skillfully explores each component with a non-legal example (e.g. movies, books, etc.) before
applying it to a legal example (e.g. courtroom proceedings, appellate briefs, closing arguments, etc.)
By first analyzing each part of a story (i.e. plot, setting, etc.) from a well-known story that resonates
with the reader, he sets a strong foundation before transitioning to a legal story, thus making it easy
for the reader to identify and better understand each part of the legal story.I highly recommend this
book to anyone remotely interested in storytelling and persuasion as they relate to the legal

profession.

All litigaotors would benefit from reading this book. There is compelling evidence that the root of
persuasion is storytelling and this book covers those aspects of storytelling that are most important

for lawyers. The book is well-written, fun to read and full of real-life examples of persuasive



lawyering. It is a must-read for anyone wanting to take their trial work to the next level.

I’'m not a lawyer but a Classics professor looking for modern parallels to (and contrasts with)
Cicero’s persuasive strategies in Roman courts. This book was just what | was looking for: lucid,
informative, smart, and as a bonus, well versed in narrative theory, which Meyer handles as an
experienced teacher -- avoiding jargon and needless complication, illustrating the key ideas with

well-known cinematic examples.

It's well put together. It takes awhile for the book to take flight. You need patience, but it is worth the

read.

Now this is a good book that actually teaches what it purport to. Very clear and helpful information.

Direct to the point, not too much fluff as so many books have.

For a book on storytelling, | thought this book would have been a lot more engaging. Very slow, and

a bit pretentious.

truly helpful and empowering stuff.

MeyerAfA¢A a -A a,¢s AfA¢A a -A A“Storytelling for LawyersAfA¢A & -A A«is an important
contribution to the literature on narration in law practice. We know that successful courtroom rhetoric
can best be viewed through the prism of storytelling. But the literature does not contain a practical
and detailed analysis of the elements of narration as used in law practiceAfA¢A & -A a «hat s,
plotting, characterization, point of view, style, and settings in place and time.

MeyerAfA¢A a -A a,¢s book fills this gap. It is blessedly free of jargon and full of practical
examples of good legal storytelling. But the importance of this book goes well beyond providing
practical assistance to litigators. It serves as a much-needed introduction to the principles of
narration for teachers and students of literature, creative writing, and popular culture, who have

lacked a readable introductory guide to the elements of successful storytelling.
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